
Person or authorized representative signs all docs

Person chooses an authorized  
representative to sign (defined 
in Rule 72 (002.01) as: Parent, 

family member, advocate or other 
chosen person

(Should not include anyone with 
a possible conflict of interest, 
such as a service provider staff 
or service coordinator)

18 Years or under?

Guardian has powers (below) 
or full guardianship

Guardian signs

Guardianship documents do not 
include powers listed below

Person signs

Students under age 19 not receiving SPED

Parental rights have been revoked 
by a court

Guardian appointed

Guardian signs

Parent maintains natural guardianship to age 19

Parent signs

Exception:

Emancipated Minor Form may be appropriate after 
consultation with Office Director

Students 21 and under receiving SPED services

Parent retains  
educational rights until the  
conclusion of K-12 special  
education services when  

student is 19-21 years of age

Parent Signs

Exception:

Parent with educational rights 	
is absent and student may be  
considered an Emancipated  	
minor

1.	Consult with Office Director

2.	Have Emancipated Minor form 
    signed, if appropriate

Court appointed 
Guardian

Guardian signs

Parent has delegated  
decision making to  
Power -of-Attorney 

(POA)

POA signs

Surrogate Parent has 
been appointed

Surrogate Parent signs

Status unclear — 
Discuss with Office 

Director, consult  
with NDE LegalOR OR OR OR

A Guardian with any of these powers must sign documents:

1.	Giving necessary consent, approval, or signing releases on behalf of the person

2.	Arranging for training, education, or other habilitative services

3.	Applying for private or governmental benefits to which the person might be entitled

4.	Entering into contractual agreements on behalf of the person

5.	Receiving money or tangible property on behalf of the person

*

(Releases, Consents, Application, or any other document noting agreement with a decision.)

Guardian has been  
appointed by the court

Obtain letters of guardian-
ship and retain in file

Review to determine whether 
Guardian has powers stated 

below*

Essentially, whoever signs the IEP should sign the Pre ETS forms-
except as noted for an Emancipated Minor

SPED Students 21 and  
under and also applying  

for VR services

Follow the Decision Tree for Pre ETS

Consult with OD if no authorized 
representative is available and 
there is concern with person 
signing for themselves
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Parent (Guardian) signs

NOTE:

Discuss with Office Director  
if no Parent available to sign

Have Emancipated Minor Form 
signed, if applicable

(Nebraska — age of majority 
 is 19)

Signing of VR Documents


